
PRIMATE RESCUE CENTER, INC. 
OUT-OF-TOWN OR INTERNATIONAL  

VOLUNTEER APPLICATION CHECKLIST 
Please read the following information carefully and sign the bottom. 

 
Program Guidelines: 
 
Our on-site volunteer program is limited to individuals who are at least 18 years old. 
All applicants must agree: 

• To represent the PRC in a professional and knowledgeable manner; 
• To adhere to all PRC policies, guidelines and given instructions; 
• To demonstrate common sense and respect for all fellow primates (human and non-human); 
• To be reliable, enthusiastic, and eager to work; 
• To pre-approve enrichment and fundraising projects with a supervisor; 
• NOT to initiate any physical contact with any resident primates for any reason, at any time. 

 
Volunteers who are unable or unwilling to meet our requirements will be dismissed. We reserve the right 
to dismiss any volunteer at any time for any reason, including but not limited to: tardiness, excessive 
cancellations, unpleasant attitude, inappropriate interaction with the animals, or inability to work well 
with others. 

 
Application Packet Must Include: 
 

 Signed Application Checklist (1 page) 
 Completed Written Application (2 pages) 
 Video Interview (DVD, YouTube link, MiniDV tape) 
 Signed Volunteer Expectations document (1 page) 
 Copy of a Valid Driver’s License or Other Form of Identification (1 page) 

 
Application May Include: 

 Application for Director’s Scholarship – To apply for the Director’s Scholarship, include a two 
page essay describing why you should be considered for financial assistance. 

 
All materials should be printed, filled out and mailed, e-mailed or faxed to: 

 
Primate Rescue Center, Inc. 

Attn: Melanie Parker 
2515 Bethel Road 

Nicholasville, KY 40536 
859-858-4866 

859-858-0044 (fax) 
MelanieP@primaterescue.org 

 
I have read and understand the requirements of all Primate Rescue Center volunteers. I agree to abide by all 
PRC policies, rules, and guidelines. I understand that my failure to do so will result in my dismissal. 
 
Signature:_______________________________________________________________________________  

Print Name:____________________________________ Date: ____________________________________  



OUT-OF-TOWN OR INTERNATIONAL VOLUNTEERS 
 

Requirements � 
In the past we have accepted volunteers from out of the area, and have benefited from their 
enthusiasm and dedication. However, it takes time for volunteers to be trained to work safely 
and efficiently and we require a one (1) month minimum commitment. Volunteers will be 
expected to work 40 hours/week and will be assigned two (2) days off each week. Volunteers 
must be willing and able to participate in strenuous physical activities (cleaning, grounds 
keeping) and be able to lift 50 lbs. 
 
Is Housing Available? � 
Modern, comfortable housing is available and out-of-town volunteers are strongly encouraged 
to stay onsite. This housing can accommodate up to two individuals. The sanctuary is located 
in a rural area requiring transportation to all stores and retail areas. We are approximately 15 
miles from the city of Lexington and about 5 miles from the nearest convenience store. 
Volunteers without their own autos can catch rides into town once or twice a week. 
 
Costs & Living Expenses � 
We require a fee of $100/week totaling $400 for a one (1) month stay. This will cover utilities, 
amenities, and training materials. Local phone service and access to computers and the 
Internet is included. Volunteers are responsible for their own transportation, food expenses, 
laundry and long distance calls. All fees are due in-full two weeks prior to start date and are 
non-refundable. 
 
A Director’s Scholarship may be available for those volunteers requiring financial assistance. 
To apply, please include with your application a two-page paper describing the reasons we 
should consider you for this scholarship. 
 
Hands-Off Policy 
Due to their history and the circumstances of their captivity, we want you to understand that 
we cannot permit hands-on contact with any of the monkeys or apes at the PRC. While people 
who wish to touch these animals may have good intentions, unfortunately they are mistaken 
intentions. These animals do not want or need contact from humans. Many have experienced 
great suffering because of humans and are particularly frightened and upset by people, 
especially strangers. Captive primates in general fiercely defend their space, and interpretation 
of their behavior and intentions requires extensive observation. Even if you have good “animal 
sense” or even if you’ve worked with primates before, establishing a mutually beneficial and 
trusting relationship with monkeys and apes takes a very long time - sometimes years, and 
sometimes one never develops. However, our “hands off” policy does not preclude you from 
interacting with the monkeys and chimps or from forming rewarding relationships with them 
from a safe distance. For your safety and that of the animals we care for, we hope that you can 
respect and understand this policy. 



PRIMATE RESCUE CENTER, INC. 
OUT-OF-TOWN OR INTERNATIONAL  

VOLUNTEERAPPLICATION 
 

Name: ___________________________________________________Home Phone: __________________ 
Address: _________________________________________________Cell Phone: ____________________ 
City/State/Zip: ____________________________________________Email: ________________________ 
Can you provide the specific days or date ranges you will be available? ______________________________  
_______________________________________________________________________________________  
_______________________________________________________________________________________  
What are your expectations of volunteering at the PRC? __________________________________________  
_______________________________________________________________________________________  
_______________________________________________________________________________________  
How did you learn about the PRC? __________________________________________________________  
Are you a member (past/present) of any animal/environmental organizations?  Yes / No  
Please list if you’d like: ____________________________________________________________________  
Please tell us about your interest in primates and other animals:  ___________________________________  
_______________________________________________________________________________________  
_______________________________________________________________________________________  
_______________________________________________________________________________________  
Please tell us about your animal related experience (domestic/exotic; when; where; what species): _________  
_______________________________________________________________________________________  
_______________________________________________________________________________________  
 School / Location Relevant Coursework Degree(s) Awarded 
High School 
 

   

Undergraduate 
 

   

Graduate 
 

   

Other 
 

   

 
REFERENCES: 

Name Relationship Contact Information 
1 
 

  

2 
 

  

3 
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Do you have reliable transportation? Yes / No   Car/Truck/Van (please circle)   
Are you willing to make pickups/deliveries? Yes / No 
Have you ever been convicted of a felony? Yes / No Please explain if yes: ___________________________  
_______________________________________________________________________________________  
 
ADDITIONAL QUALIFICATIONS / SPECIAL SKILLS 
We can utilize a wide range of skills; please check off or list any that may be useful. 
First Aid / CPR __________________________________________________________________________  
Veterinary ______________________________________________________________________________  
Mac/IBM/Clerical  _______________________________________________________________________  
Other  _________________________________________________________________________________  
 
Hand tools:  Yes / No   Power tools:  Yes / No 
Heavy Equipment:  Yes / No  Gardening:  Yes / No 
 
Your presence at the PRC involves a certain amount of risk. For this reason, we ask you to 
list and explain any physical, mental, or sensory conditions that may put yourself, other 
people, or animals at risk. Please note that we can find ways for anyone to help out with 
minimal risk. ________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________________________  
_______________________________________________________________________________________  
 
Allergies (pollen, hay-fever, bee stings, etc.).  Please note that it is your responsibility to always keep with 
you any necessary medications (i.e. Epi-Pen for bee stings, inhaler, etc.) _____________________________  
_______________________________________________________________________________________  
_______________________________________________________________________________________  
 
Tuberculosis skin test or negative chest x-ray certification:  Yes / No  Date: __________ 
Hepatitis exposure: Yes / No  Date: __________ 
Hepatitis vaccination series (A and/or B): Yes / No  Date(s):_________________ 
 
If accepted for a volunteer position at the PRC you agree: 
• That any questions you may have about the welfare of the animals or your role here will immediately be 

posed to your supervisor; 
• To adhere to ANY and ALL rules put forth by the PRC staff, and to use your best judgment at all times; 
• That in the event you are unable to perform your scheduled shift, you will give us the courtesy of a  

24-hour notice; 
• To present certification of a negative Tuberculosis test upon your initial visit with us  

(available at any Dr.’s office or County Health Dept.); 
• To provide a copy of your driver’s license with this application. 
 

 
Signature: _______________________________________________________ Date: _________________ 

 
PLEASE SUBMIT TO: Primate Rescue Center • 2515 Bethel Road, Nicholasville, KY 40356 

Office (859) 858-4866   Fax (859) 858-0044   MelanieP@primaterescue.org 
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VIDEO INTERVIEW 
 
 
Thank you for your interest in the Primate Rescue Center. We are always pleased to meet individuals who are 
interested in primate welfare and rehabilitation and consider it part of our mission to encourage and educate 
the next generation of primatologists, animal caretakers and animal activists. Since undertaking this volunteer 
position is a big commitment both for you and for us, we would like to use the application process to get to 
know you a little bit better before making a commitment. In addition to completing the written application, we 
would like you to provide us a video of yourself answering the following questions. We are not concerned 
with the quality of the video, just the quality of the answers. You may share the interview with us on DVD, on 
YouTube, or on miniDV tape. If for any reason you cannot complete this video, contact us and we will find an 
alternative.  
 

1. What do you do for a living? 

2. Why do you want to work with primates? 

3. Have you worked with wild animals before? 

4. Why do you want to intern at the PRC specifically, as opposed to other animal facilities? 

5. Where do you see yourself in 5 years? 

6. What are your hobbies/what do you like to do in your spare time? 

7. What makes you angry? Happy? 

8. Please briefly tell us about any pets you have now or have had in the past. 

9. List five adjectives that describe your personality. 

10. What do you imagine would be your favorite part of volunteering at the PRC? Least favorite? 



PRIMATE RESCUE CENTER, INC. 
VOLUNTEER EXPECTATIONS 

 
What you can expect from your time with us:  
 
 The rare opportunity to work with primates in an environment which is entirely centered on their needs 

and well-being 

 To be immersed in the daily care and ongoing rehabilitation of over 50 primates 

 To learn a great deal about nonhuman primate behavior 

 To help create enrichment for our residents 

 To work in an intimate and dynamic environment that encourages you to be innovative and creative  

 To work with a knowledgeable staff who encourages your participation and your questions (and is 
appreciative of the extra help!) 

 To learn more about the issues that affect nonhuman primates both in captivity and in the wild, and to  
have an opportunity to act on their behalf! 

 
What we will ask of you: 
Please  
 Arrive on time, alert and ready to work; 

 Honk your horn and stay by your car after you’ve parked. We’ll meet you there!  

 Dress appropriately: Please wear clothing you don’t mind getting dirty; don’t wear any loose, flowing 
clothing; do wear sturdy closed-toe shoes; do tie back long hair; 

 No jewelry – it is attractive to the animals and could complicate an injury; 

 We’re a SMOKE FREE facility, and it’s a long uphill walk off the premises; 
 You are responsible for your own meals. Bring lunch if you are to be here over lunch hour (12-1). We 

have both refrigerators and microwaves for your use. If you are staying on the property, please be 
prepared to bring or purchase your own groceries. 

 Do not attempt to have any physical contact with the animals. Not only are they wild animals and 
inherently aggressive and unpredictable, but many have also experienced past trauma and are especially 
frightened and wary of strangers; 

 Ask questions! We enjoy sharing information about the primates, discussing our policies and helping our 
volunteers and interns to gain as much as possible from their time with us.  

 
Thank you for your interest! 

I understand what I can expect from my experience at the PRC and what will be expected of me. 
 
 
Signature: _______________________________________________________ Date: _________________ 
 


